
Appendix 5: Glossary of Environmental Terms and References 

1. Adaptation (Climate Adaptation)  
Actions that reduce vulnerability to climate change impacts by adjusting infrastructure, ecosystems, or human 
behaviour.  
 

2. Air Source Heat Pump (ASHP)  
A low-carbon heating technology that extracts heat from outside air to heat buildings and water, even in cold 
temperatures.  
 

3. Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (CO₂e)  
A unit used to measure the global warming potential of different greenhouse gases, expressed as the amount 
of CO₂ that would have the same impact. Usually represented as tCO2e (tonnes of Carbon Dioxide 
equivalent). 
 

4. Community Energy Fund  
A government grant to support the development of community-led renewable energy projects.  
 

5. Decarbonisation  
The process of reducing or eliminating carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions from activities 
such as transport, heating, and power generation.  
 

6. Emissions Scope (1, 2, 3)  
Scope 1: Direct emissions from sources controlled by the council (e.g. gas boilers, fleet vehicles).  
Scope 2: Indirect emissions from purchased energy.  
Scope 3: Indirect emissions from activities not owned or controlled by the council, like procurement or 
business travel.  

7. Fast Followers Programme  
An Innovate UK-funded programme supporting local authorities in accelerating climate action and delivering 
replicable, scalable climate solutions.  
 

8. Greenhouse Gases (GHGs)  
Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere and contribute to climate change, including CO₂, methane (CH₄), and 
nitrous oxide (N₂O).  
 

9. Ground Source Heat Pump (GSHP) 
A renewable heating technology that extracts heat from the ground for use in heating buildings.  
 

10. Heat Network  
A system for distributing heat generated in a centralised location to residential and commercial buildings 
through a network of insulated pipes.  
 

11. Investment Readiness Scheme (IRS) 
The IRS Grant comprises a £750,000 fund managed by Greater South-East Net Zero Hub to support public 
sector organisations’ project development costs. 
 

12. Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP)  
A data-driven framework to plan for the energy transition at the local level, considering future electricity and 
heating needs.  
 

13. Low Carbon Technologies (LCTs)  
Technologies that produce less greenhouse gas emissions compared to traditional fossil fuels, e.g. solar PV, 
heat pumps, and EVs.  
 

14. Mitigation (Climate Mitigation)  
Actions that reduce the amount or speed of future climate change, usually by cutting emissions or enhancing 
carbon sinks.  
 

15. Net Zero Carbon  
Achieving a balance between the greenhouse gases put into the atmosphere and those removed or offset.   
 

16. Offsetting (Carbon Offsetting) 
Compensating for carbon dioxide emissions resulting from council operational activity by investing in projects 
that reduce or remove emissions elsewhere, such as tree planting or renewable energy production. 
  

17. Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS)  



A UK government funding programme supporting energy efficiency and low-carbon heat in public sector 
buildings.  
 

18. Regional Energy Strategic Plan (RESP) 
A means of strategic energy planning, coordinated by the National Energy System Operator (NESO), focusing 
on the development of the energy system in the transition towards a decarbonised energy system at a 
regional level. 
 

19. Retrofit (Home Energy Retrofit)  
Improving the energy efficiency of existing buildings through insulation, heating system upgrades, glazing 
improvements, etc.  
 

20. Retrofit One Stop Shop (ROSS)  
A comprehensive technical advice service for homeowners in the district that offers free, independent 
guidance and support on planning retrofit, identifying funding and finance options for retrofit and finding 
accredited installers.  
  

21. Solar Canopies  
Structures installed over car parks or other open spaces with solar photovoltaic (PV) panels to generate 
renewable electricity.  
 

22. Solar Photovoltaic (PV)  
A renewable energy technology that converts sunlight directly into electricity using solar panels.  
 

23. Solar Together  
Solar Together is a group‑buying scheme, delivered by iChoosr and in partnership with all 10 Local Authorities 
in Hertfordshire, that enables homeowners to register for free and, through a reverse auction, secure 
high‑quality solar PV panels (and optional battery storage or EV charge points) at competitive prices—all 
while being supported throughout the process by vetted installers and dedicated helpdesks. It has been run 
three times across Hertfordshire to date.    
 

24. Standing Charges  
Fixed daily charges applied to energy bills, regardless of how much energy is used.  
 

25. Sustainable Travel  
Transport options that are environmentally friendly, such as walking, cycling, public transport, and electric 
vehicles.  
 

26. Territorial Emissions  
Greenhouse gas emissions from sources located within a specific geographical area, excluding imports and 
exports.  
 

27. Transition Streets  
A community-led behavioural change programme encouraging sustainable living by engaging small groups of 
neighbours in actions to reduce carbon footprints. 
 

28. Transitional Regional Energy Strategic Plan (tRESP) 
Part of the Regional Energy Strategic Plan, focusing on supporting the development of the electricity 
distribution network operator (DNO) business plans for their next investment period 2028-2033. 

 


