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PLANNING COMMITTEE - 20" March 2025
PART | - DELEGATED

Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order 932 (The Court, Rickmansworth Road,
Chorleywood) 2024.

Summary

The purpose of this report is for elected Members of the Planning Committee to consider
an objection to the Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 932 (The Court,
Rickmansworth Road, Chorleywood), served on the 11" of December 2024. And whether,
or not the TPO should be Confirmed (made permanent).

The Officer recommendation is that the Order should be confirmed.

If the Order is not confirmed, the TPO will lapse on the 11" June 2025, and the trees will
cease to be protected by TPO.

Details

On the 11" December 2025 Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) made TPO (Tree
Preservation Order) 932 (The Court, Rickmansworth Road, Chorleywood). The order was
served on a provisional basis to protect all trees within Area 1, as identified on the TPO
Plan, (see appendix 2).

The TPO was served in response to Officers concerns regarding work to trees, protected
by the Chorleywood Common Conservation Area, that were being carried out within the
gardens of The Court, Rickmansworth Road, Chorleywood.

On the 18" November 2024 officers were made aware that works to trees were being
carried out at The Court, Rickmansworth Road, Chorleywood. Following a search of the
Council’'s Conservation Area Notifications and Tree Works Applications decisions, Officers
were unable to find a valid permission for the site and hence a site visit was made the same
day.

During the site visit on the 18" November, officers observed works taking place which raised
significant concerns that trees were being removed that had a stem diameter exceeding 7.5
centimetres, when measured at 1.5 metres from ground level (Appendix 1), and which were
protected by the Chorleywood Common Conservation Area.

Officers advised the workers on site to stop work and contacted the owner of The Court on
the 18" by email and advised them to stop work and submit a Conservation Area Notification
prior to resuming any work to trees which required consent.

On the 25" November 2024 Officers were again made aware, by local residents, of works
to protected trees taking place on the site, and for a second time advised the owner by email
to stop work and submit a Conservation Area Notification.

Officers visited the site for a second time on the 26™ November and again observed works
to trees which required consent, and again advised workers to stop work. The Owner was
advised for a third time by email to stop work and submit a Conservation Area Notification,
prior to undertaking any further works to trees.

Officers subsequently arranged with the owner to make a site visit on the 10" December
2024 to more fully investigate the recent works. During the site visit on the 10" it appeared
works to protected trees were continuing and again officers advised the owner to stop work
and submit a Conservation Area Notification.



As result of the continued works to protected trees, officers decided it would be expedient
to serve an Area TPO to formally recognise the significant public amenity value of the trees
at The Court and strengthen the existing Conservation Area protection.

At the time of serving of the TPO, the trees provided a comprehensive screen to The Court,
a grade Il listed building. The property, situated at the junction of Dog Kennel Land and
Rickmansworth Road, comprises of an important buffer between Chorleywood Common
and the busy Rickmansworth Road. The gardens contain numerous mature and early
mature trees, some of which pre-date the house, and many others which were planted as
part of the Edwardian landscaping; are characteristic species of this era; and are
contemporary to the house.

3. Summary of Objections

3.1 In response to the serving of the TPO, one objection was received. The objection was based on
the following points;

e The siteisin The Chorleywood Common Conservation Area and the TPO duplicates
the tree protection already in place.

e The TPO makes future tree works more difficult as the removal of trees with a stem
diameter less than 7.5 centimetres (when measured at 1.5 metres from ground level)
will now require permission.

e The owner of the land on which the trees stand ceased work on site immediately,
after being advised to do so by Council Officers.

e The incorrect form of TPO, an Area Order has been served rather than Individual,
Group and Woodland categories.

4, Officer Response to Objections
4.1 The Officers response to the objection are as follows

e Due to the failure to submit a Conservation Area (CA) Notification, and the continued
works on site to trees requiring Conservation Area consent (despite repeated advice
to stop and submit a CA Notification), officers considered it expedient to serve a
TPO having regard to the significant public amenity value of the trees on the site.
The TPO also strengthens the Conservation Area status by ensuring the protection
for all trees, of whatever size or species.

e The Conservation Area status of the site already protected all trees with a stem
diameter greater than 7.5 centimetres, when measured at 1.5 metres from ground
level. Hence extending permission to all trees of whatever size or species should
not make future tree works significantly more difficult. The process of submitting a
Conservation Area Notification or TPO Tree Works Application is essentially the
same.

e As outlined in section 2 of the report, between the 18" November 2024 and 22"
January 2025, officers repeatedly advised the owner (and workers on site) both
verbally and in writing, to stop work and submit a CA Notification. The Council has
continued to receive reports of works to trees taking place on site, the most recent
being on the 4" March 2025.

The government’s TPO guidance advises that Area TPOs can be used to rapidly
protect all trees present on a site at the date of serving. The guidance advises that
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this form of TPO should be a temporary measure and should be replaced with a more
specific TPO for long term protection.

Options/Reasons for Recommendation
There are 2 options available to the Committee:

Option 1 - To confirm the Order and make the TPO permanent. A more specific TPO would
be served at a later date.

Option 2 - Not to confirm the Order, and allow the TPO to lapse, the majority of trees on the
site would continue to be protected by Conservation Area status.

Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.

Financial, Legal, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services
Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety
Implications

None specific.
Recommendation

The Officer recommendation is that the Order should be confirmed, and TPO932 made
permanent.

Report prepared by: Alex Laurie (Principal Tree and Landscape Officer)
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