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Watersmeet 50th Anniversary 

 

1 Summary 

1.1 Watersmeet was opened on 1 May 1975 by the Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire.  

1.2 To celebrate this 50th anniversary there are a series of special events designed 
to honour the venue’s legacy and bring the community together. Throughout 
2025, a diverse programme of events will be offered to engage residents of all 
ages, celebrate the theatre’s relationship with the community and create lasting 
memories. 

2 Logo 

2.1 A special celebratory logo has been created to use throughout the anniversary 
year, and will feature on print advertising, social media and the website. 

             

3 Planned Events 

3.1.1 The 50th anniversary events will feature a diverse program designed to appeal 
to local residents of all ages. The schedule includes activities that are both 
engaging and accessible, ensuring that there is something for everyone in the 
community. With a mix of entertainment, educational tours and family-friendly 
days, this series of events aims to celebrate the rich history of the past fifty years 
while fostering community spirit. 

3.2 70s Film Festival 

3.2.1 As part of the anniversary celebrations a program of iconic 1970s films and their 
remakes will be screened weekly during February and March 2025. This curated 
selection of films will bring audiences back to the culture and cinematic styles of 
the 70s, offering a nostalgic experience for older generations and an exciting 
glimpse into the era for younger attendees. 

3.2.2 Film titles and their remakes will include: Saturday Night Fever, Murder on the 
Orient Express, Man With the Golden Gun and The Great Gatsby. 

3.3 Venue Tours 

3.3.1 During half term week, on 17 February three guided tours of the theatre will be 
offered to councillors and residents of Three Rivers.  

3.3.2 The tours will provide a behind-the-scenes look at Watersmeet’s history and 
operational features. Attendees will have the opportunity to explore areas 
typically closed to the public, learn about the theatre's past productions, and 
hear stories about the performers who have graced its stage over the years. 
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These tours will offer both longtime patrons and newcomers a deeper 
appreciation of the theatre's role in the community over the past fifty years. 

3.4 Community Fun Day 

3.4.1 A community fun day will be held on Bank Holiday Monday 5 May. 

3.4.2 As a highlight of the anniversary celebrations, this day will bring together 
residents of all ages for a day of fun and games. The event will feature traditional 
fairground activities, giant games, inflatables, dance displays and external stalls 
offering a vintage tuck shop, face painting and external market stalls. With 
something for everyone, the day aims to celebrate the community spirit and 
provide a relaxed and informal atmosphere where residents can enjoy quality 
time together. 

3.5 Coffee Morning 

3.5.1 A special Friends of Watersmeet and volunteer coffee morning will be held on 
Friday 9 May to honour and thank the Friends of Watersmeet and the dedicated 
volunteers who have supported the theatre and its community over the years. 
This informal gathering will offer past and current volunteers a chance to enjoy 
refreshments, connect with one another, and share memories. It's also an 
opportunity to formally recognise the invaluable contributions they’ve made in 
helping the theatre reach this 50-year milestone.  

3.6 70s themed disco 

3.6.1 A themed 70s disco night will be held on Saturday 14 June inviting everyone to 
dress up in their best retro attire and dance to the iconic hits of the era.   

3.6.2 A DJ will play classic disco tunes, decorations will be themed and a dance floor 
will be in place.  The event will transport patrons back to the golden age of disco. 
Themed drinks, costume contests and photo opportunities will add to the fun, 
making it a memorable night for all ages to celebrate the spirit of the 70s. 

3.7 Tea Dance 

3.7.1 A tea dance will be held in the auditorium on Tuesday 17 June offering an 
afternoon of elegance, music, and socialising. This hosted tea dance will feature 
ballroom and social dancing styles, creating an inviting space for both seasoned 
dancers and newcomers to enjoy.  

3.8 Bingo afternoon 

3.8.1 To conclude the celebratory events on Thursday 23 October, for the first time 
ever, Watersmeet will host a bingo afternoon where participants can look 
forward to a unique afternoon of this traditional game featuring non-cash prizes.  

3.8.2 Instead of traditional monetary rewards, winners will have the chance to receive 
a variety of gifts. This special bingo afternoon aims to foster a friendly and 
relaxed environment, making it perfect for residents to create a memorable 
afternoon where everyone has a chance to win something and enjoy the 
community spirit. 

4 Options and Reasons for Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are contained in this report. 
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5 Financial Implications 

5.1 The Friends of Watersmeet have offered to contribute £5,000 to the events 
taking place throughout the celebration year and will be used at events as 
detailed below. 

Celebration  Expenditure  Predicted 
Income  

Friends of 
Watersmeet 
Offset 

Cost to Venue  

Golden 
celebration film 
festival  

£1,315.00 £500.00 £815.00 £0.00 

Half-Term 
Venue Tours 

£452.35 £90.00 £362.35 £0.00 

Community 
Funday 

£3,100.00 £0.00 £3,100.00 £0.00 

Friends of 
Watersmeet 
Coffee Morning  

£1,200.00 £0.00 £0.00 £1,200.00 

70s Disco £4,000.00 £4,000.00 £0.00 £0.00 

Afternoon tea 
and tea dance 

£799.60 £400.00 £399.60 £0.00 

Bingo 
afternoon 

£1,323.05 £1,000.00 £323.05 £0.00 

(All bar income, donations and other 50 year celebration event income will be offset to 
the venue, ensuring that the programme will not create any direct cost to Watersmeet.) 

 

5.1.1 

Golden celebration film festival – February to March 2025, 4 films 

Components to be costed Unit cost Total 

Target income based on £6 per adult, £4 concessions 
(£5 avg) x 100 across the 4 film titles.  

£5.00 £500.00 

Cost of films x 4 films £160.00 (£640.00) 

One cocktail/mocktail included in the ticket price £2.00  (£200.00) 

Staffing – box office x 1.5 hours, bar x 3 hours (per film 
screening)  

£12.45 (£224.10) 

Marketing £250.90 (£250.90) 

Sub total 
 

(£815.00) 

Friends of Watersmeet subsidy  £815.00 

Total  £0.00 

 
 
5.1.2 

Half-Term Venue Tours – 17 February 2025, 3 per day 

Components to be costed Unit cost Total 

Donations will be collected on the day and put towards 
the venue – estimate worked on £2 each for 15 people.  

£30.00 £90.00 

Refreshments (based on 15 per tour x 3 tours) £1.00 (£45.00) 
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Staffing x 2 (incl. welcome desk and bar staff) x 8 hours £12.45 (£199.20) 

Technician £72.00 (£72.00) 

Marketing £100.35 (£136.15) 

Sub total 
 

(£362.35) 

Friends of Watersmeet subsidy 
 

£362.35 

Total 
 

£0.00 

 
5.1.3 

Community Fun Day – Monday 5 May 2025 

Components to be costed Unit cost Total 

Prices for equipment hire ie obstacle course (incl. 
insurance) 

£600.00 (£1,800.00) 

Hire of fairground attractions £300.00 (£300.00) 

Giant games hire (Jenga, Connect 4, sumo suit, limbo) £200.00 (£200.00) 

Prizes – by donations £0.00 £0.00 

Marketing £250.00 (£250.00) 

Staffing – box office x 1, bar x 3 £12.45 (£250.00) 

Security x 2  (£300.00) 

Sub total 
 

(£3,100.00) 

Friends of Watersmeet contribution  
 

£3,100.00 

Total 
 

£0.00 

 
5.1.4 

Friends of Watersmeet Coffee Morning - Friday 9 May 2025 

Components to be costed Unit 
cost 

Total 

Cost catering based on 120 volunteers and guests to 
include hot drinks, pastries/cakes 

£3.00 (£360.00) 

Source gift for volunteers – based on 120 £7.00 (£840.00) 

Staffing – no costs, during office hours 
 

(£0.00) 

Total   £1,200.00 

 
N.B.  The venue will purchase out of its allocated budgets small tokens of 
thanks to the dedicated volunteers.  As the Friends of Watersmeet continue to 
be a valued part of the venues operation, no contribution will be requested for 
this event. 

 
5.1.5 

70s Disco - Saturday 14 June 2025  

Components to be costed Unit cost Total 

Estimated ticket sales 400 (capacity of 600)  £10.00 £4,000.00 

Cost of Disco equipment & DJ £380.00 (£380.00) 

Late night licence £21.00 (£21.00) 

Security staff x 8 £300.00 (£1,200.00) 

Technical equipment hire £760.00 (£760.00) 

Bar staff x 5 hours x 8 staff £72.00 (£576.00) 

Technical staff x 6 hours x 2 staff £72.00 (£144.00) 

Chairs in/out – 3 hours x 4 staff £72.00 (£216.00) 

Deep clean £220.00 (£220.00) 

Box office/cloak room staff x 1 £72.00 (£72.00) 

Marketing £411.00 (£411.00) 

Sub total 
 

£4,000.00 

Friends of Watersmeet contribution  
 

£0.00 
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Total 
 

£0.00 

 
5.1.6 

Afternoon tea and tea dance – Tuesday 17 June 2025 

Components to be costed Unit cost £ 

Tickets (Including Tea and Coffee)  x 50 guests £8.00 £400.00 

Tea Dance host 500.00 (£500.00) 

Staffing x 2 bar staff x 4 hours £12.45 (£99.60) 

Marketing £200.00 (£200.00) 

Sub total  (£399.60) 

Friends of Watersmeet contribution  
 

£399.60 

Total  £0.00 

 
 
5.1.7 

Bingo afternoon – Thursday 23 October 2025  

Components to be costed Unit cost £ 

Bingo entry and 12 games in 2 hours (break in the 
middle) x 100 people 

£10.00 £1,000.00 

Bingo Hosting including consumables, host, and 
prizes. (External Company)  

£795.00 (£795.00) 

Bar staff x 2 x 4 hours £12.45 (£99.60) 

Box Office x 1 x 1 hour £12.45 (£12.45) 

Chairs in/out – 3 hours x 4 staff £72.00 (£216.00) 

Marketing £200.00 (£200.00) 

Sub total  (£323.05) 

Friends of Watersmeet contribution   £323.05 

Total  £0.00 

 
 

6 Policy/Budget Reference and Implications, Financial, Legal, Staffing, 
Equal Opportunities, Climate Change and Sustainability, Community 
Safety, Public Health, Customer Services Centre, Communications and 
Website, Ris and Health & Safety 

6.1 None 

7 Recommendation 

7.1 That the Climate Change, Leisure and Housing Committee note the Watersmeet 
Anniversary summary of detail for 2025.  

 
Report author:  Ben Terry, Adele Cassidy 
 
Data Quality 

Local organisation quotations, online information, venue hire rates, historical 
information. 

Data checked by:  

Ben Terry, Watersmeet General Manager 

Data rating:  
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1 Poor  

2 Sufficient x 

3 High  

 
Background Papers 

 
APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS 
 
None 
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